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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The first series of the collection is session minutes.  The second series contains roll 
books, trustee minutes, annual reports, deacon’s minutes, treasurer’s ledger, 
congregational minutes, Hanford A. Edson’s scrapbook history of the church, Benevolent 
Fund records, Women’s Association minutes, certificate of dismission book, church 
diamond anniversary program, miscellaneous letters and documents. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT  
 
The first session book describes the organization of the church as occurring in the winter 
of 1869-1870.  On Mar. 17, 1870 a committee was appointed to seek out a site for a 
church building to be built.  The Memorial chapel was dedicated by Rev. Hanford A. 
Edson on May 8, 1870 and was originally part of the Indianapolis 2nd Presbyterian 
Church.  On Mar. 12, 1873 the Memorial Presbyterian Church was organized with 
twenty-two members.  The church was closed on Jun. 30, 1991. 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The items taken from the cornerstone of the first Memorial Presbyterian church building 
were donated by Earl Russell, a crane operator, who demolished the building on Sep. 23, 
1969.  Since Hanover College’s roots are in Presbyterianism, many records throughout 
Indiana have been donated at various times to the Presbyterian Archives of Hanover 
College. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
The records of the Presbyterian Archives are on deposit at Hanover College and 
according to the Book of Order (G-9.0406), Hanover College may only hold official 
records on deposit.  All ownership rights to the records remain with the creators of the 
records (the local church), or in the case the church no longer exists, the presbytery owns 
the records or the successive church body.   
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires a 
written proposal and permission by the owner of the records.   
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
Please read the archives’ policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the 
archivist in charge of the reading room.  
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SERIES 1 SESSION MINUTES, 1875-1991 
 
Box 1  Session Minutes, 1875 Jan. 9-1922 Oct. 9 
   3 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes and roll book, 1875 Jan. 9-1892 Apr. 20 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 2  Minutes, 1892 Jun. 22-1907 Apr. 17 
   1 v. : 253 p. 
 
Fd. 3  Minutes, 1907 May 13-1922 Oct. 9 
   1 v. : 408 p. 
 
   
Box 2  Session Minutes, 1922 Nov. 13-1938 Sep. 12 
   2 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes, 1922 Nov. 13-1929 Apr. 16 
   1 v. : 299 p. 
 
Fd. 2  Minutes, 1929 Mar. 28-1938 Sep. 12 
   1 v. : 497 p. 
 
 
Box 3  Session Minutes, 1875 Jan. 9-1922 Oct. 9 
   2 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes, 1938 Oct. 10-1944 Nov. 5 
   1 v. : 500 p. 
 
Fd. 2  Minutes, 1944 Nov. 13-1948 Apr. 19 
   1 v.  
 
 
Box 4  Session Minutes, 1947 Jun. 29-1951 Oct. 14 
   2 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes, 1947 Jun. 29-1949 Sep. 25 
   1 v. : 500 p. 
 
Fd. 2  Minutes, 1949 Oct. 2-1951 Oct. 14 
   1 v. : 497 p. 
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Box 5  Session Minutes, 1951 Oct. 21-1954 Jan. 4 
   1 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes, 1951 Oct. 21-1954 Jan. 4 
   1 v. : 499 p. 
 
 
Box 6  Session Minutes, 1954 Jan. 7-1969 Dec. 28 
   3 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes, 1954 Jan. 7-1957 Mar. 10 
   1 v. : 351 p. 
 
Fd. 2  Minutes, 1957 Mar. 12-1963 Dec. 10 
   1 v. : 259 p. 
 
Fd. 3  Minutes, 1964 Jan. 19-1969 Dec. 28 
   1 v. : 257 p. 
 
 
Box 7  Session Minutes, 1970 Jan. 13-1991 Aug. 22 
   4 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes, 1970 Jan. 13-1971 Dec. 28 
   1 v. : 80 p. 
 
Fd. 2  Minutes, 1972 Jan. 30-1977 Feb. 9 
   1 v. : 181 p. 
 
Fd. 3  Minutes, 1977 Jan. 11-1983 Oct. 27 
   1 v. : 152 p. 
 
Fd. 4  Minutes, 1985 Jan. 15-1991 Aug. 22 
   1 v. 
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SERIES 2 ROLL BOOKS, TRUSTEES, DEACONS, CONGREGATIONAL,   
AND WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION MINUTES, ANNUAL REPORTS,  
BENEVOLENT FUND, HISTORICAL MATERIALS, AND  
PHOTOS, 1870-1991 

 
Box 8  Roll Books and Trustees Minutes, 1880 Nov. 28-1975 Feb. 2  
   3 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Roll book, 1880 Nov. 28-1933 Feb. 5 
   1 v. 
 
   The book contains a register of communicants, baptisms, and  

deaths. 
 
Fd. 2  Roll book, 1931-1975 Feb. 2 [bulk 1930s-1950s] 
   1 v. : 230 p. 
 
   The volume contains a list of members, baptisms, marriages, and  

deaths. 
 
Fd. 3  Trustees minutes, 1895 Oct. 10-1920 Apr. 6 
   1 v. : 148 p. 
 
 
Box 9  Annual Reports, Deacon’s Minutes, Treasurer’s ledger, and  

Congregational Minutes, 1936 Apr. 6-1976 Feb. 8  
   4 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Annual Reports, 1943-1955 Jan. 1 
 
   The reports are in reverse order and go from most current date to  

the oldest date. 
 
Fd. 2  Deacon’s minutes, 1936 Apr. 6-1967 Jul. 18 
   1 v. : 115 p. 
 
Fd. 3  Treasurer’s ledger, 1955 Jan.-1967 Mar. 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 4  Annual report and congregational minutes, 1957-1981 Feb. 8 
   20 items 
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Box 10  History, Benevolent Fund Records, Women’s Association Minutes,  
Certificate of Dismission Book, and Miscellaneous Documents,  
1870 May 8-1991 Jun. 30 

   7 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Scrapbook history of the church compiled by Hanford, A. Edson, 

1870 May 8-1922 Jan. 1 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 2  Benevolent fund record, 1977 Jan.-1986 Aug. 
   1 v. : 138 p. 
 
Fd. 3  Benevolent fund record, 1986 Sep.-1991 Jun. 30 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 4  Women’s Association minutes, 1956 Jan. 31-1962 Nov. 27 
   1 v. : 147 p. 
 
Fd. 5  Women’s Association minutes, 1963 Feb. 26-1968 Nov. 26  
   1 v.  
 
Fd. 6  Certificate of dismission book, 1959 Feb. 25-1983 Jul. 26 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 7  Church diamond anniversary program, sermons, church directory,  

programs, miscellaneous letters and documents, 1931 Aug. 21-1973 
 

 
Box 11  Minutes, Financial Records, Historical Materials and Newsletters,  

1874 Dec. 11-1989 
   6 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Congregational minutes, 1874 Dec. 11-1966 Jan. 26 
   1 v. : 692 p. 
 
Fd. 2  Financial ledger, 1967 Apr. 2-1976 Dec. 
   1 v. : 127 p. 
 
Fd. 3  Financial reports, 1985 Apr. 16-1989 
 
Fd. 4  Historical writings about the church and its members 
 
Fd. 5  100th anniversary celebration, 1973 
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Box 11 Cont. 
 
Fd. 6  “Men’s Bible Class News,” and “The Carillon,” newsletters  

1941 Jan. 12-Apr. 13 
   6 items 
 
 
Box 12  Cornerstone Items, Historical Materials, and Photos, 1871- 

1977 Mar. 6  
   4 Fd. : 3 Oversize Photos 
 
Fd. 1  Items taken from the cornerstone of the Memorial Presbyterian Church,  

1871-1874 Apr. 7 
 4 items 

 
  Item 

 1 Holy Bible, 1871 
  2 “The Confession of Faith and Shorter Catechism,” [n.d.] 
  3 Constitution of the Young Men’s Association, 1872 

4 Memorial Church card, ca. 1874 
 5 Cornerstone program, 1874 Apr. 7 

 
Fd. 2  Historical pamphlets, leaflets, and programs, 1874 Apr. 7-1958 
   20 p. 
 
Fd. 3  Guest books, 1974 Apr. 25-1977 Mar. 6 
   3 v. 
 
Fd. 4  Photos, ca. 1880-1960s 
 
Oversize  
Photos   Three photos of the Men’s Bible Class and church groups, ca. 1918 


