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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The Union Literary Society Collection contains the records of one of the two earliest 
student organizations of Hanover College.  Included within the collection are the 
consitution and bylaws of the organization, minute books, correspondence books, 
financial ledgers, and catalogs to the ULS library.  
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Both the Union Literary Society and Philosophrian Literary Society were formed on Dec. 
2, 1830 with nine students and ten students respectively joining the societies.  Until 1832 
the two groups coexisted in a General Society, but then the ULS motioned to separate, 
and the societies divided.  The focus of the group was to encourage rhetorical and 
educational skills among the students.  At their annual meeting special guest speakers 
were invited to attend and several of these speeches were published in pamphlet form and 
can be found in HC 25.  The records of the ULS collection end in 1917.  It isn’t clear 
exactly when the society ceased to function.  (Data taken from Frank S. Baker’s Glimpses 
of Hanover’s Past: 1827-1977). 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The ULS collection has been part of the Hanover College library since the early days of 
the school.  It is likely that when the ULS library collection was donated to the college 
that their records were also given to the library at that time, which probably happened in 
the 1920s.  There is no documentation of when the records became the property of 
Hanover College. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Though these records are housed as Hanover College materials, student society records 
are not the literary property of the college.  They are collective records of a student 
organization independent of the school, but which are owned and fall under the 
jurisdiction of the policies and procedures of this archives.  Permission to publish whole 
documents from the collection, or publication of these materials on the Internet, or any 
electronic environment, still requires a written proposal approved by the archivist of 
Hanover College.   
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
The unpublished records of this collection will not enter public domain until Jan. 1, 2003.  
Please read the archives’ policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the 
archivist in charge of the reading room. 
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MICROFILM NOTE 
 
A portion of the collection from the period of 1836-1866 was microfilmed in Nov., 1970.  
These materials were loaned to the Indiana Historical Society Library by Hanover 
College through William E. Wilson.  Frederic Luther Co. microfilmed the materials and 
then they were returned to Hanover College. 
 
A detailed list of the items that were microfilmed can be obtained from the archivist in 
charge of the reading room.  The list is located in this collection’s case file.  The 
microfilm is available in a microfilm collection of Hanover College historical materials. 
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SERIES 1 CONSTITUTION, BYLAWS, MINUTE BOOKS,  
CORRESPONDENCE BOOKS, FINANCIAL RECORDS, AND 
LIBRARY CATALOGS, 1830-1917 

 
BOX  1 Constitution, Bylaws, and Minutes, 1830 Dec. 2-1847 Oct. 22 
   5 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Constitution and bylaws and report of Committee on Decisions, 1836  

Jun. 3-1847 Oct. 22 
   1 v. 
 
   After the constitution and bylaws, the members signed their names  

beginning on May 18, 1838 and continued to Oct. 22, 1847.  The 
dates of the committee minutes are from Jun. 3, 1836 to Aug. 26, 
1841. 

 
Fd. 2  Constitution and bylaws, 1861 Jun. 24 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 3  Minute book, constitution and short history, 1830 Dec. 2-1843 Jun. 30 
   1v. 
 
Fd. 4-5  Minutes, 1832 Mar. 2-1833 Feb. 15 
 
     Fd. 4 Original, Restricted 
   The original is extremely fragile and moldy.  It is been put within a  

plastic envelope so as not to contaminate any other part of the box. 
 
     Fd. 5 Photocopy  
   25 p. 
 
 
BOX 2 Minute Books, 1843 Jul. 7-1859 Apr. 1 
   4 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minute book and membership list, 1843 Jul. 7-1848 Nov. 3 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 2  Minutes, 1844 Jan. 12-1845 Mar. 14 
   17 leaves : 34 p. 
 
   The minutes cover the period that the Union Literary Society was  

the student society of Madison University. 
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Box 2 Cont. 
 
Fd. 3  Minutes and accounts, 1844 Jun. 7-1866 Jun. 8 
   1 v. 
 
   ULS had returned to their Literary Hall in Hanover.  The accounts  

are from 1847-1848, and there are minutes in the second part of the 
book from Sep. 29, 1865 to Jun. 8, 1866. 

 
Fd. 4  Minute book, 1848 Nov. 10-1859 Apr. 1 
   1 v. 
 
 
BOX 3 Minute Books, 1859 May 6-1917 Nov. 6 
   2 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minute book, 1859 May 6-1874 Jan. 9 
   1 v. 
 
See  Minute book, 1874 Jan. 9-1904 Jan. 15 
Oversize  1 v. 
Box 6 
 
Fd. 2  Minute book, 1904 Jan 22-1917 Nov. 6 
   1 v. 
 
 
BOX 4 Correspondence Books, 1836 May 29-1885 Jun. 17 
   3 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Correspondence book, 1836 May 29-1863 Jan. 2 
   1 v. 
 

The book contains copies of official letters written by the Union 
Literary Society.  Many pages and sections of the book have been 
cut out.  

 
Fd. 2  Correspondence book, 1862 Dec. 21-1886 May 7 
   1 v. 
 
   The correspondence is only in the first 66 pages of the volume. 
 
Fd. 3  Financial scribe book, 1868 Sep. 1-1885 Jun. 17 
   1 v. 
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BOX 5 Consul and Library Catalog Books, 1871 May-1899 Sep. 7 
   5 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  ULS Censor and 1st Consuls roll book, 1899 Apr-Sep. 7 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 2  Library catalog, 1871 May-[n.d.] 
   1 v. 
 
   1276 volumes are listed in the book and the middle section  

contains notes of a debate regarding the conflict of State law 
versus National law in the context of the Mormons. 

 
Fd. 3  Library catalog, [n.d.] 
   1 v. 
 
   2030 volumes are listed. 
 
Fd. 4  Subject catalog, [n.d.] 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 5  Alphabetical catalog, [n.d.] 
   1 v. 
 
 
OVERSIZE 
BOX 6  Minute book, 1874 Jan. 9-1904 Jan. 15 
   1 v. 

 
On pg. 240-241 the minutes record that sixteen members of the 
ULS left the society and joined the Philalathean Literary Society. 

 
 
OVERSIZE 
BOX 7  Treasurer’s book and library catalog, 1854 May 14-1886 Sep. 16 
   2 v. 
 
Item 1  Treasurer’s book, 1854 May 14-1886 16 Sep. 
   1 v. 
 
Item 2  Library book checkout catalog, 1858 May 27-1884 Jan. 16 
   1 v. 
 
   The book contains a list of items checkout and also a section with  

the names of students and a list of books checked out to them. 
 


