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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The Philalethean Literary Society Collection contains the records of its society and its 
two parent societies, the Philosophronean and Whig Societies, which joined to form the 
Philaletheans in 1840.  The collection includes the minutes of the two earlier 
organizations and the records of the Philalethean society’s constitution, bylaws, minute 
books, treasurer’s books, and catalogs of the society’s library.  
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Both the Union Literary Society and Philosophronean Literary Society were formed on 
Dec. 2, 1830 with nine students and ten students respectively joining the societies.  Until 
1832 the two groups coexisted in a General Society, but then the ULS motioned to 
separate, and the societies divided.   
 
On Oct. 30, 1840 the Philosophronean Literary Society and the Whig Society joined 
together and called the new organization the Zelomathean Literary Society.  However, 
just a few days later on Nov. 6, 1840 the society renamed itself the Philalethean Literary 
Society.  The records of this group continued until 1917.  (Data taken from Frank S. 
Baker’s Glimpses of Hanover’s Past: 1827-1977). 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The Philalethean Literary Society collection has been part of the Hanover College library 
since the early days of the school.  The library books owned by the society were donated 
to the college in 1904.  It is likely that the books in this collection were donated to the 
college around the 1920s.  
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Though these records are housed as Hanover College materials, student society records 
are not the literary property of the college.  They are collective records of a student 
organization independent of the school, but which are owned and fall under the 
jurisdiction of the policies and procedures of this archives.  Permission to publish whole 
documents from the collection, or publication of these materials on the Internet, or any 
electronic environment, still requires a written proposal approved by the archivist of 
Hanover College.   
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
The unpublished records of this collection will not enter public domain until Jan. 1, 2003.  
Please read the archives’ policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the 
archivist in charge of the reading room. 
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MICROFILM NOTE 
 
The Philosophronean Society minutes 1830-1834, Whig Society minutes 1838-1840, and 
the Philalethean Literary Society minutes 1840-1863 were microfilmed in Nov., 1970.  
These materials were loaned to the Indiana Historical Society Library by Hanover 
College through William E. Wilson.  Frederic Luther Co. microfilmed the materials and 
then they were returned to Hanover College. 
 
A detailed list of the items that were microfilmed can be obtained from the archivist in 
charge of the reading room.  The list is located in this collection’s case file.  The 
microfilm is available in a microfilm collection of Hanover College historical materials. 
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SERIES 1 PHILOSOPHRONEAN, WHIG, AND PHILALETHEAN SOCIETY  
MINUTES, LIBRARY RECORDS, AND TREASURER’S BOOKS, 
1830-1917 

 
BOX  1 Philosophronean, Whig, and Philalethean Society Minutes,  

1830 Dec. 4-1852 Jul. 9 
 3 Fd. 

 
Fd. 1  Philosophronean Society minutes, 1830 Dec. 4-1834 Mar. 13 
   1 v. 
 
   The volume contains a constitution, minutes, and a list of  

members. 
 
Fd. 2  Whig Society and Philalethean Literary Society minutes, 1838 Nov. 9- 

1840 Sep. 18 and 1840 Nov. 6-1846 Aug. 18, respectively 
 1 v. 
 

The Whig Society minutes are from the side of the book listed as 
volume zero on the front cover.  On Nov. 6, 1840 the Whigs and 
the Philosophronean Societies joined and became the 
Philaletheans.  The Philal minutes are written from the other end of 
the book, which the outside cover lists as volume one. 

 
Fd. 3  Philalethean minutes, 1846 Oct. 2-1852 Jul. 9 
   1 v. 
 
 
BOX  2 Philalethean Minutes, 1852 Jul. 16-1863 May 22 
   2 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes, 1852 Jul. 16-1862 Jan. 17 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 2  Minutes, 1862 Jan. 24-1863 May 22 
   1 v. 
 
 
BOX  3 Philalethean Minutes, 1863 Aug. 29-1885 Mar. 13 
   2 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes, 1863 Aug. 29-1879 Jun. 6 
   1 v. : 794 p. 
 
Fd. 2  Minutes, 1879 Sep. 5-1885 Mar. 13 
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BOX  4 Philalethean Minutes and Treasurer’s Book, 1852 Sep.- 
1912 Dec. 10 

   4 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes, 1885 Mar. 20-1912 Dec. 10 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 2  Letter to the President of Hanover College, 1904 May 27 
   1 item 
 
   The Philals write to explain that they are donated the contents of  

their society’s library to Hanover College for the purpose of better 
preservation of the books. 

 
See  Minutes, 1913 Jan. 7-1917 Nov. 20 
Oversize 1 v. 
Box 7 
 
Fd. 3  Treasurer’s book, 1851 Mar. 22-1876 Jun. 14 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 4  Membership list and treasurer’s book, 1852 Sep-1905 Mar. 27 
   1 v. 
 
   The list of Philal members covers the period from Sep. 1852 to  

May 1, 1863.  The treasurer’s records are from Jan. 1, 1879 to Mar. 
27, 1905 

 
 
BOX  5 Constitution and Bylaws and Librarian’s Record Books, 1877-1904  

Apr. 8 
   4 Fd.. 
 
Fd. 1  Constitution and bylaws, 1877 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 2  Constitution and bylaws revised, 1887 
   1 v. 
 
See  Library book checkout and student log, 1859 Dec. 5-1876 Jun. 30 
Oversize  1 v. 
Box 8 
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Box 5  Cont. 
 
Fd. 3  Librarian’s record book, 1879 Jan. 22-1885 Dec. 11 
   1 v. 
 
   The book is organized with a  list of student members and a page  

for each student with a list of the books they checked out and 
returned.  There is also a list by date of the books checked out of 
the library. 

 
Fd. 4  Librarian’s record book, 1886 Jan. 2-1904 Apr. 8 
   1 v. 
 
   This book is organized in the same manner as the previous folder. 
 
 
BOX  6 Authors, Subject and Alphabetical Library Catalogs, [n.d.] 
   4 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  Authors catalog book, [n.d.] 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 2  Subject catalog book, [n.d.] 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 3  Subject catalog book, [n.d.] 
   1 v. 
 
Fd. 4  Alphabetical catalog book, [n.d.] 
   1 v. 
 
 
OVERSIZE Philalethean Minutes, 1913 Jan. 7-1917 Nov. 20 
BOX 7   1 v. 
 
 
OVERSIZE Membership accounts, 1863 Dec-1888 Nov. 
BOX 8   3 v. : 3 items 
 
 Item 
 1 Membership accounts, 1863 Dec-1888 Nov. 
   1 v. 
   The papers and binding of this volume are very fragile. 
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Box 8 Cont. 
 
 Item 
 2 Account book, 1884 Mar 20-1898 Mar. 28 
   1 v. 
   Original checks, receipts, and other financial papers were pasted  

into the pages of the book. 
 3 Library book checkout and student log, 1859 Dec. 5-1876 Jun. 30 
   1 v. 


