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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The Samuel Harrison Thomson (1813-1882) Collection is comprised of four pamphlets 
that were written by Thomson and address the scriptural issue of the Biblical account of 
creation and doctrinal standards for the New Albany Presbytery. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Samuel Harrison Thomson was the fourth child of eight children born to James Henry 
Thomson and Sally Henry.  Thomson was born on August 26, 1813 in Nicholas Co., KY.  
He entered the Preparatory Department of Hanover College in 1832-33, and continued in 
college five years, graduating in 1837.  He married Magdalin Sophronia Clifton on 
August 20, 1840, and they were the parents of nine children. 
 
After graduating, Mr. Thomson became the Principal of a Female Academy in 
Crawfordsville, IN, and remained there from 1837 to 1841.  During the winter of 1842-
43, he was the Principal of the Henry County Seminary at New Castle, KY. 
 
When Hanover College was moved to Madison and became Madison University in 
January 1844, Thomson became a professor of Natural History.  But when Dr. Crowe 
opened the “Classical and Mathematical School,” at Hanover, he invited Prof. Thomson 
(in May of the same year), to become its professor of Mathematics and Natural Sciences.  
Prof. Thomson accepted the position and continued at the school when Hanover College 
returned to Hanover.  Thomson taught in the same position until 1849 when his chair was 
changed to that of Mathematics and Mechanical Philosophy.  Later, he became very 
interested in geology and spent time studying this issue and serving in his position until 
1874.  He taught astronomy until 1876 when his health became very poor. 
 
In the summer of 1877 Thomson moved to California and settled first in San Francisco 
and later at Berkeley.  While living with his daughter in Pasadena, Thomson died on 
Sept. 2, 1882. (Excerpted from “Historical Men of Hanover College,” by Joshua B. 
Garritt in The Journal of Hanover College, Jan. 1895, p.141-148). 
 
SCHOLARLY WORKS 
 
S. Harrison Thomson published five known items, two of which make up this collection.  
Joshua Garritt listed Thomson’s writings as: “(1.)  A controversial pamphlet in 
connection with the removal of the College to Madison.  (2.) An elaborate article, 
published in the Methodist Quarterly Review, for 1852 entitled “The Mosaic Account of 
the Creation,” in which he attempted to show that the Mosaic record is a literal account of 
the origin of the present order of thing . . . . (3.) An annual address before the literary 
societies of the College in 1857, on the same general subject. (4.) A pamphlet on the 
correct rendering of Rom. 5:12 . . . . (5.) A pamphlet on Total Depravity.  This was 
written and presented to the Presbytery of New Albany in the form of an overture, Sept. 
3, 1873, and was designed to secure a modified statement of that doctrine in our 
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standards”  (Excerpted from “Historical Men of Hanover College,” by Joshua B. Garritt 
in The Journal of Hanover College, Jan. 1895, p.146). 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The pamphlets of Prof. Thomson were collected as part of the early historical items of 
Hanover College. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires a 
written proposal approved by the archivist of Hanover College.   
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
The published pamphlets in this collection have entered into the public domain.  Please 
read the archives’ policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the archivist 
in charge of the reading room.  
 
CONSERVATION NOTE 
 
S. H. Thomson’s 1858 pamphlet entitled “Geology as an Interpreter of Scripture,” 
contains mold spores on it.  The pamphlet was deacidified and put into a plastic 
enclosure.  Because there are evidences of past mold, the original is restricted and 
shouldn’t be taken out of the plastic.  A photocopy has been made of the document and 
should be used at all times. 
 
S. HARRISON THOMSON PHOTOGRAPH 
 
A photograph of Thomson is located in the John Finley Crowe Collection at Hanover 
College.  The photo can be found in MSS 1 Box 15 Fd. 2 Item 51.
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SERIES 1 PAMPHLETS, 1852-1878 
 
Fd. 1 Pamphlets, 1852 Oct.-1878 
  7 items 
 
 Item 
 1 “The Mosaic Account of Creation,” The Methodist Quarterly Review,  

1852 Oct. 
 2-3 “Geology as an Interpreter of Scripture: An Address Delivered at the  

Anniversary of the Union Literary and Philalethean Societies of Hanover 
College,” 1858 

 
      2 Original 
   Restricted 
      3 Photocopy 
 
 4-6 “Discussion of the Doctrine of Human Depravity, in New Albany  

Presbytery: An Overture to Modify the Statement ‘Utterly Opposite to All 
Good, and Wholly Inclined to All Evil,’” 1873 Sep. 3 & 1874 Apr. 2 

 7 “Our Fall in Adam: A Discussion, Exegetical and Doctrinal of Romans V.  
12-21,” 1878 

 


