
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINDING AID to the 
 
 

 
 
 

EDWARD JOHN HAMILTON, 1834-1918 
 

COLLECTION, 1870-1917 
 
 

 
 

MSS 14 
(.2 linear ft.) 

 
 
 

By 
 
 

Clinton D. Christensen 
Archivist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hanover College Archives 
Agnes Brown Duggan Library 

Hanover College 
Hanover, Indiana 

 
April 2000 



Edward J. Hamilton Collection 
MSS 14 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

1

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
Scope and Content Statement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 

 
Biographical Statement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2  

 
Provenance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

 
Restrictions and Permissions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2  

 
Copyright, Public Domain, and Fair Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2  

 
Container List . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3      
 
 Series 1 Correspondence and Pamphlets, 1870-1917 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 



Edward J. Hamilton Collection 
MSS 14 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2

SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The Edward John Hamilton (1834-1918) Collection contains correspondence, a reflective 
letter about his work at Hanover College, philosophical pamphlets and a pamphlet with a 
poem about Joshua B. Garritt. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Edward J. Hamilton (1834-1918).  Class of 1853.  Author of system of metaphysical 
philosophy entitled Perceptionalism.  Author of 6 books on law, philosophy, and 
morality.  He taught at Hanover, Princeton, Hamilton, Whitworth, and Washington 
(Frank S. Baker’s, Glimpses of Hanover’s Past: 1827-1977, p. 293). 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
There is no formal documentation of the donations within this collection.  The Edward J. 
Hamilton materials are part of the early collections of archival materials in the library. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires a 
written proposal approved by the archivist of Hanover College.   
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
The published pamphlets have entered into the public domain.  Other materials are still 
under the protection of the Sunny Bono Copyright Protection Act.  Please read the 
archives’ policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the archivist in 
charge of the reading room.  
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SERIES 1 CORRESPONDENCE AND PAMPHLETS, 1870-1917 
 
Fd. 1  Correspondence, 1876 Mar. 3-1917 Oct. 8 
   4 items 
 

Item Date   From    Writer’s Location 
 1 1876 Mar. 3  Holliday, John H.  Indianapolis, IN 
 
 

Item Date   To    Writer’s Location 
 2 1877  Jun. 13  Board of Trustees HC  Hanover, IN 
 3 1917 Jun. 27  Holliday, John H.  Greensburg, IN 
 4 1917 Oct. 8  Holliday, John H.  Plainfield, NJ 
   Hamilton’s twenty-eight page letter to Holliday is entitled 

“Philosophic Reminiscences: A Letter to a Friend.”  The attached  
card by Hamilton explains that this treatise was to be donated to 
Hanover College to record his experiences teaching there. 

 
Fd. 2  Pamphlets, 1870-1914 Nov. 29 
   5 items 
 
 Item 
 1-2 “A New Analysis of Fundamental Morals,” republished from the  

American Presbyterian Review, 1870 Apr., Jul., and Oct. 
 3-4 “Perceptionalism: A System of Philosophy,” reprinted from Christian  

Thought, [after 1891 Aug. 11] 
 5 “Reminiscence: A Letter to a Life-long Friend: Dr. Joshua Bolles Garritt:  

Professor Emeritus of Greek in Hanover College,” 1914 Nov. 29 
 
Fd. 3  Rational Orthodoxy: Essay on Mooted Questions, 1917 
   1 v. 


