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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The James Blythe Collection is comprised of a pamphlet of his inaugural address as 1st 
president of Hanover College, a book chapter of a Blythe speech, one letter, a photocopy 
of a portrait of Blythe, and miscellaneous biographical and genealogical materials. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
James Blythe (1765-1842) was born in Mecklenburg county, North Carolina on October 
28th, 1765.  He graduated from  Hampden Sidney College in 1789 and studied theology 
under the direction of the Rev. Dr. Hall, of North Carolina.  Blythe was licensed by the 
Orange Presbytery, July 25th, 1793, and became pastor of Pisgah and Clear Creek 
churches, Kentucky.  He resigned the charge in a short time, but he was able to minister 
in different capacities to the Pisgah church for forty years.  
 
In 1798 when the Kentucky Academy was merged with the University of Transylvania, 
Blythe was appointed Professor of Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, Astronomy and 
Geography.  Subsequently, he was the acting president of the institution for twelve or 
fifteen years.  He was present at the first meeting of the Synod of Kentucky at Lexington, 
Kentucky in 1802 and was designated a member of the West Lexington Presbytery.  In 
1818 he was transferred to the chair of Chemistry in the Medical Department, and 
retained the position until 1831.  About the time that he resigned as president of the 
University of Transylvania he established a Seminary for young ladies.  
 
In 1816 Dr. Blythe was Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 
In 1831 he was chosen Moderator of the convention of delegates from the Presbyteries 
which met at Cincinnati, at the suggestion of the General Assembly, on the subject of 
Domestic Missions.  
 
In 1832 he was elected president of Hanover College, Indiana and for several years 
fulfilled the duties of the office with great acceptance, at the same time giving more or 
less gratuitous instruction in the Theological Seminary in the same place. In 1836 he 
resigned the presidency of the college and in October 1837 he preached to the New 
Lexington Church, ten miles from Hanover, until declining health obliged him to stop his 
labors. He died May 20th, 1842 (Adapted from the Encyclopedia of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America: Including the Northern and Southern 
Assemblies, Alfred Nevin, D.D., LL.D., Editor, Philadelphia (Presbyterian Encyclopedia 
Publishing Co., 1884.) 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The pamphlet, book chapter, and letter which were written by James Blythe have been in 
the custody of Hanover College since the early days of the college.  The chemistry card 
of John Riely was donated by Lea A. Riely on May 27, 1950.  V. F. Payne donated a 
copy of his speech on May 1, 1955. 
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RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires a 
written proposal approved by the archivist of Hanover College.  
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
The two items in the collection, which were published in 1833, have entered into public 
domain.  All unpublished materials fall under the Sunny Bono Copyright Extension Act.  
Please read the archives’ policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the 
archivist in charge of the reading room. 
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SERIES 1:  JAMES BLYTHE WRITINGS, BIOGRAPHICAL AND 
GENEALOGICAL MATERIALS, AND EPHEMERA, 1819-1954 

 
Fd. 1  “Gospel Doctrine and Christian Duty,” by James Blythe in Original 

Sermons: by Presbyterian Ministers in the Mississippi Valley, 1833. 
 
Fd. 2  James Blythe materials, 1819-1833 
   5 items 
 
 Item 
 1 Transylvania University chemistry course card, 1819 
   John M. Riely’s course was taught by James Blythe. 
 
 2 “Inaugural Address,” 1833 Jan. 1 

A published pamphlet of James Blythe’s address when inaugurated 
as the 1st president of Hanover College. 

 
 3 Blythe letter to Maj. Thomas Speed, 1833 Jun. 6 

This original letter mentions Blythe teaching at Hanover.  The 
letter is difficult to read, and it has been mylar encapsulated. 

 
 4-5 Newspaper article, [n.d.] 

A small article mentions Blythe’s work to obtain $25,000 for 
Hanover College. 

 
      4 Original 
      5 Photocopy 
 
Fd. 3  Biographical documents about Blythe, [n.d.]-1954 
   5 items 
 
 Item 
 1 Paper copy of a portrait of James Blythe, [n.d.] 

The location of the original portrait of Blythe is unknown.  This is 
a book print page of Blythe’s portrait. 

 
2 “James Blythe (1765-1842), Chemistry Teacher” by V. F. Payne 

1954 Sep. 13 
  5 p. 
 

The article was read by Payne during a meeting held in New York 
City of the Division of the History of Chemistry, American 
Chemical Society. 

 
 
 



James Blythe Collection 
MSS 2 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5

Fd. 3 Cont. 
 
 Item 

3 Excerpt from a genealogical book regarding land and will records of the 
Blythe family and a descendancy chart, [n.d.] 

   4 p. 
4 Photocopy of a drawing containing the information on the tombstones of 

James Blythe and his two wives, [n.d.] 
5 Biographical abstract of the life of Joseph William Blythe (1808-1875), 

[n.d.] 


