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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The Williamson Dunn (1781-1854) Collection includes two letters written by him, one of 
which is an original document.  There are also photocopies of documents regarding the 
settling of Dunn’s financial accounts and properties following his death.  Lastly, the 
collection includes three biographical sketches written about Williamson Dunn. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Williamson Dunn was born on Christmas day, December 25, 1781 in Mercer County, 
Kentucky.  He was the third son of Samuel and Eleanor Brewster Dunn.  In September 
1806, he married Miriam Wilson in Garrard Co., Kentucky.  The Dunns moved to 
Indiana Territory in 1809. 
 
Dunn served as a judge in 1811 and 1814 and as an elected representative of Jefferson 
Co., IN.  From 1820-1827 he was appointed by the U.S. president as Register of the Land 
Office of Terre Haute, IN.  Dunn was instrumental in John Finley Crowe coming to 
Indiana, and Dunn was one of the early supporters and founders of Hanover College. 
 
Judge Dunn had seven sons and three daughters and remarried after his wife’s death.  He 
died November 11, 1854  (Bio. taken from Fd. 3 in the collection). 
  
PROVENANCE 
 
Henry C. Ryder’s essay “It’s a Dunn Deal” was donated to the archives on Nov. 19, 
1996.  There is no record documenting when the other Dunn materials were donated to 
the archives. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires a 
written proposal approved by the archivist of Hanover College.   
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
The unpublished materials, the Williamson Dunn Collection will be under the Sunny 
Bono Copyright Extension Act until at least January 1, 2003, after which the letters 
written by Dunn will enter the public domain.  The biographical materials will remain 
under copyright after 2003, excluding the article published in the Crawfordsville Evening 
Journal, which has already entered the public domain.   
 
Please read the archives’ policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the 
archivist in charge of the reading room.  
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SERIES 1 WILLIAMSON DUNN LETTERS, REAL ESTATE DOCUMENTS,   
AND BIOGRAPHICAL MATERIALS, 1832-1996 

 
Fd. 1 Williamson Dunn outgoing letters, 1832 Jan.-1851 Nov. 10 
  3 items 
 

Item Date   To   Writer’s Location 
 1 1832 Jan.  Dunn, Wm. McKee Hanover, IN 
 2 Typescript of Item 1 
 3 1851 Nov. 10 Dunn, John H.  Madison, IN 
   Photocopy 
 
Fd. 2 Resolutions, Dunn estate accounts, and map, 1854 Nov.-1858 
  5 items, photocopies 
 
 Item 
 1 Union Literary and Philalethean Societies of Hanover College resolution  

regarding Williamson Dunn’s death, Nov. 1854 
 2 Resolution regarding Williamson Dunn’s death, [n.d.] 
 3 Trustees of Hanover College’s lists accounts dealing with settling  

Williamson Dunn’s estate, [n.d.] 
 4 Receipts for sale of some of Dunn’s property, 1858 
 5 Map of Dunn property, [n.d.] 
   
Fd. 3 Biographical materials, 1880 May 8-1996 Nov. 18 
  4 items, photocopies 
 
 Item 
 1 “Williamson Dunn” copied from the Crawfordsville Evening Journal,  

1880 May 8 
 17 p. 

 2 “Judge Williamson Dunn” 
   2 p. 
 3-4 “It’s a Dunn Deal: The Life of Williamson Dunn” by Henry C. Ryder 
  1996 Nov. 18 
   29 p. 
   The article includes a photocopy of a photo of Dunn. 


