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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The first four volumes in the collection are notebooks of the lectures of Dr. A. Alexander 
and Hodge’s theological course given from 1853 to 1858 when Edward J. Hamilton 
attended Princeton Theological Seminary.  The lectures are on church history and follow 
topics from the Old and New Testament, early Christian history, and the rise of various 
churches after the Reformation.  The last volume in the collection is Hamilton’s pastoral 
diary for about a twenty year period.  The majority of the contents focus on sermons and 
inspirational thoughts. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Edward John Hamilton was born in Belfast, Ireland on Nov. 29, 1834.  He graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree at Hanover College in 1853 and received an A. M. degree there in 
1856.  In 1877 he earned a D.D. from Monmouth College in Illinois. 
 
Hamilton also studied at Princeton Theological Seminary in 1853 to 1854 and 1856 to 
1858.  Before graduating from Princeton Seminary in 1858, he spent 1855 and 1856 at 
the Union Theological Seminary in New York.  He was licensed to preach in 1858 and 
was ordained at Nassau, NY the same year.  From 1858 through 1861 he worked as the 
pastor at Oyster Bay in Long Island, NY and worked in Ireland in 1862.  He served as the 
chaplain for the 7th New Jersey Infantry of Volunteers from 1863 to 1865 and as a pastor 
for the next three years at Hamilton, Ohio.  Beginning in 1868 he was a professor of 
sciences at Hanover College until 1879.  In 1883 he became the Chair of Logic, Ethics, 
and Politics at Princeton.  He also was a professor at Washington State University.  He 
was a resident of Berlin, Germany when he died on Nov. 29, 1918.  (Biographical data 
was taken from the “Alumni Record: 1827-1927,” Bulletin of Hanover College, Vol. 20 
No. 4, Jan. 1, 1928, p. 33.) 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
There is not a record that details when these diary notebooks were donated to Hanover 
College. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires a 
written proposal approved by the archivist of Hanover College.   
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COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
The unpublished diaries of Edward J. Hamilton in this collection will enter the public 
domain on January 1, 2003 based on the Sunny Bono Copyright Extension Act.  Please 
read the archives’ policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the archivist 
in charge of the reading room.  
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SERIES 1 DIARIES, 1853-1877 
 
Fd. 1  Diary notebook from Dr. A. Alexander’s Lectures on Church History at  

Princeton Theological Seminary, 1853 Sep. 29-[n.d.] 
 1 v. 
 
 The lectures contain information on the Bible with a focus on the  

Old Testament in the first half of the lectures and a concentration 
in the second half on the New Testament and influential thinkers of 
early Christianity.  The lectures are written in pencil, but the 
handwriting is still clear and not smeared. 

 
Fd. 2  Diary notebook from Dr. A. Alexander’s Lectures on Church History at  

Princeton Theological Seminary, 1856 Nov. 4-[n.d.] 
 1 v. 
 
 The contents of the lectures focus on the Acts of the Apostles to  

the end of the New Testament.  The volumes in Fd. 2 and 3 are  
written in pen with a few pages in pencil. 

 
Fd. 3  Diary notebook from Dr. A. Alexander’s Lectures on Church History at  

Princeton Theological Seminary, 1857 Sep. 9-[n.d.] 
 1 v. 
 
 Alexander’s lectures contain information on Biblical History and  

the rise of multiple churches with the Reformation. 
 
Fd. 4  Diary notebook entitled “Answers to Questions on Hodge’s Theology,  

1857-1858 
 1 v. 
 
 Hamilton lists that was a second year course on theology. 

 
Fd. 5  Pastoral diary, Sep. 1859-1877 Aug. 1 
   1 v. 
 
   The diary begins when Hamilton was a pastor at Oyster Bay, Long  

Island, NY and concludes near the end of his tenure as a professor 
at Hanover College.  Entries include sermons, inspirational 
thoughts and quotes, some brief journal entries, notes, a few 
marriage ordinance records, and poetry. 

 
 
 


