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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The collection contains two documents of the minutes of the seminary board of directors 
when the Indiana Theological Seminary was in Hanover, Indiana.  A narrative discusses a 
$15,000 donation of Elias Ayres to the seminary and the removal of the seminary from 
Hanover to New Albany, Indiana. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Professor John Matthews arrived at Hanover College in October 1829 and began the 
Indiana Seminary.  The seminary was part of Hanover’s theology department.  The 
Synod of Indiana of the Presbyterian Church agreed to financially support the seminary.  
However, the finances were problematic and on July 9, 1834 Hanover College’s Board of 
Trustee began its first steps in dissolving its relationship with the seminary. 
 
In 1841 the seminary moved to New Albany, but problems forced the school to close in 
1857.  In 1859 Cyrus McCormick gave financial backing to the school if it could be 
moved to Chicago.  Since then the school has been known as the McCormick Theological 
Seminary.  (Adapted from Frank S. Baker’s Glimpses of Hanover’s Past: 1827-1977, pg. 
28-29.)  For more information on John Matthews and the Indiana Theological Seminary, 
please read the article on them in the April 1896 issue of The Journal of Hanover College 
(HC 12 Box 1 Fd. 1). 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The minutes of the Indiana Theological Seminary from 1835 were copied from the back 
part of a lecture book owned by John Finley Crowe and located in the Crowe collection 
(MSS 1 Box 3 Fd. 8).  There isn’t information about when the other two items were 
donated to Hanover College. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires a 
written proposal approved by the archivist of Hanover College.   
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
The collection will not enter public domain until Jan. 1, 2003.  Please read the archives’ 
policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the archivist in charge of the 
reading room.  
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SERIES 1 SEMINARY MINUTES AND NARRATIVE, 1835-[184-] 
 
Fd. 1  Minutes and Narrative, 1835-[184-] 
 
 Item 
 1 Minutes of the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the  

Indiana Theological Seminary, 1835 Apr. 3-Jun. 25 
 7 p. 

 2 Minutes of the Board of Directors of the Indiana Theological Seminary,  
1840 Jun. 25 
 2 p. 
 The board writes regarding Mr. Ayres offer to donate to the  

seminary.  This document has been encapsulated in mylar. 
 3 Narrative of the removal of the Theological Seminary from Hanover to  

New Albany, IN., [late 1840s] 
   4 p. 
   The document contains information about the Elias Ayre’s  

donation of $15,000 to the New Albany Seminary.   
 
 
 


