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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
Hendricks gave this speech in 1847 to the Union Literary Society of Hanover College at 
the graduation exercises of the society.  The subject of his remarks is the “influence of 
the landed system of a country upon the freedom of its institutions.”   He covers the 
feudal system and how land and agriculture have played a role in the development of 
American institutions. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Abraham W. Hendricks was born in Lignonier, Pennsylvania on Oct. 12, 1822.  He 
enrolled at Hanover College in 1838, but it appears he didn’t graduate.  Hendricks is the 
cousin of U.S. Vice President and Hanover alumnus Thomas A. Hendricks.  Abraham 
Hendricks was a member of the Indiana state house of representatives in 1853 and was a 
candidate for justice of the Indiana state supreme court.  Hendricks served as a major in 
the Union Army during the Civil War.  He spent the remainder of his life as a lawyer in 
Indianapolis and died there on Nov. 25, 1887.    
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The speech was donated by Victor K. Hendricks, a grandson of Abraham W. Hendricks, 
in the early 1990s. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires a 
written proposal approved by the archivist of Hanover College.   
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
Hendricks’ unpublished speech is protected by the Sonny Bono Copyright Extension Act 
and will not enter the public domain until Jan. 1, 2003.  Please read the archives’ policy 
on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the archivist in charge of the reading 
room.  
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SERIES 1 SPEECH, 1847 
 
Fd. 1  Speech, 1847 Aug. 19 
   2 items 
 
 Item 
 1 Original, laminated 
   12 leaves : 24 p. 
 2 Photocopy 
   24 p. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


