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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The Philip Bevan Civil War Poetry Collection includes two of his published poems, 
Philip D. Jordan’s biographical pamphlet on the life and poetical contributions of Philip 
Bevan, and a New Testament, photograph, and military epaulets of Lieutenant Edward B. 
Bevan. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Philip Bevan was born in Newport, England on Feb. 27, 1811.  At age 17 he was 
apprenticed to be a carpenter, but he didn’t like the profession.  In 1834 he sailed to the 
United States and arrived in Philadelphia.  Soon thereafter, he traveled through New 
Orleans and Cincinnati, and he returned to England in 1836.  He married Elizabeth Ablart 
on May 18, 1840 in Newport, England.  On Mar. 2, 1841 Edward Byron Bevan was born 
and on June 25, 1842 Henry T. Bevan was born. 
 
The Bevan family sailed to America on Aug. 15, 1843 and the family moved to Iowa.  
His wife died on Jan. 26, 1844.  In 1846 he enrolled as a student at Lane Theological 
Seminary in Cincinnati and graduated in June 1849.  Bevan married Ann Davis the day 
after he graduated from Seminary, and the family moved to Clark County, Indiana.  
Bevan served as a Presbyterian minister in various parts of Indiana.  When the Civil War 
began his son Edward served as a lieutenant but took sick with the scarlet fever and died 
on April 6, 1852.  His son’s death inspired Bevan in his writing of Civil War poetry.  
 
Bevan’s second wife died in 1863 after they had one child together.  He married Sabina 
Jane Longhmiller on Sep. 3, 1836, and they had eight children.  Philip Bevan died on 
April 3, 1890 in Martinsburg, Indiana. (Biographical data was taken from Philip D. 
Jordan’s “Philip Bevan—Minor Poet of Ohio.” 
   
PROVENANCE 
 
The collection was donated by Mrs. Bethel Martin of Palmyra, Indiana.  There is not a 
record that states the date of the donation. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires a 
written proposal approved by the archivist of Hanover College.   
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
Please read the archives’ policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the 
archivist in charge of the reading room.  
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SERIES 1 POETRY, BIOGRAPHICAL PAMPHLET, CIVIL WAR  
ARTIFACTS, 1841-1931 

 
Fd. 1  Philip Bevan’s Poems and Biographical Pamphlet, 1875-1931 
   3 items 
 
 Item 
 1 “Woman, Lost and Gained; Or, The Island of the Innocent : A Poem,”  

1875 
   70 p. 
   The pamphlet was published in Cincinnati by Robert Clarke & Co.,  

Printers 
 2 Songs of the War for the Union and the Mystic Tale, 1887 
   1 v. 
   The book is filled with poems and songs about the Civil War.  The  

book is dedicated to Bevan’s son, Edward, who died in the war. 
 3 “Philip Bevan: Minor Poet of Ohio,” by Philip D. Jordan, 1931 
   18 p. 
 
Fd. 2  Edward Bevan’s New Testament and Picture, 1841 & ca. 1861 
   2 items 
 
 Item 
 1 Greek New Testament, 1841 
   The book was carried into battle with Edward Bevan and was  

found in his pocket after his death on Apr. 9, 1862. 
 2 Photo of Lieut. Edward B. Bevan, ca. 1861 
 
Artifact 1 Military Metal Epaulets of Lieut. Edward B. Bevan, ca. 1861 


