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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The collection is comprised of the correspondence of Abraham W. Hendricks and Sarah 
Butler Hendricks and their family.  The majority of the letters are between Abraham 
Hendricks and his wife Sarah Hendricks and between Mrs. Hendricks and her parents.  A 
small portion of the collection include some Civil War letters of Mr. Hendricks and 
general correspondence.  There is one letter of William Hendricks, the first governor of 
Indiana. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Sarah Butler Hendricks was born on January 26, 1835 in Madison, Indiana.  She was the 
only child of Ezra Reed Butler and Rebecca Prall Medrum.  She attended the Springler 
Institute in New York City, which was a school for girls and then returned to Madison, 
IN.  On December 2, 1856 she married Abraham W. Hendricks, a young attorney who 
lived in Madison, IN.  The Hendricks moved to Indianapolis in 1866 and stayed there for 
the rest of their lives.   The death date of Sarah Hendricks is not listed in the biographical 
sketch (Source MSS 67 Box 1 Fd. 9). 
 
Abraham Hendricks was born in Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania in October 1822.  
At age 17 he moved to Madison, IN and lived with his uncle William Hendricks.  He 
attended law school in Lexington, KY and then started his practice in Madison, IN.  He 
formed a law partnership with his cousin Thomas A. Hendricks, who later because Vice 
President of the United States.  On December 2, 1856 he married Sarah Butler.  During 
the Civil War he served as a major and was a quartermaster.  After the war he continued 
law in Indianapolis.  Hendricks died in Nov. 25, 1887 (Source MSS 67 Box 2 Fd. 6. 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The collection was donated by Victor K. Hendricks, Jr of Doniphan, MO on August 27, 
2000.  Hendricks is a direct descendant of Abraham W. Hendricks and Sarah Butler 
Hendricks. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires a 
written proposal approved by the archivist of Hanover College.   
 
COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
Please read the archives’ policy on copyright and fair use, which can be obtained by the 
archivist in charge of the reading room.  
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SERIES 1 CORRESPONDENCE AND FAMILY MATERIALS, 1824-1887 
 
Box 1  Correspondence of Abraham W. and Sarah Butler Hendricks,  

1852 Sep. 22-1887 Jul. 31 
 18 Fd. 
 

Fd. 1-9  Letters of Sarah Butler Hendricks to her parents and biographical  
materials 

 
     Fd. 1 Sarah Butler Hendricks letters to her father, Ezra R. Butler, 1853 Dec. 31- 

1859 Oct. 3 
 14 items 

 
     Fd. 2 Sarah Butler Hendricks letters to her father, Ezra R. Butler, 1865 Aug 5- 

1867 Jul. 25 
 10 items 

 
     Fd. 3 Sarah Butler Hendricks letters to her father, Ezra R. Butler, 1868 Jan. 28- 

Apr. 6 & miscellaneous undated letters 
 21 items 

 
     Fd. 4 Sarah Butler Hendricks letters to her mother, Mrs. E. R. Butler,  

1854 Jan. 10-1856 Dec. 6 
 16 items 

 
     Fd. 5 Sarah Butler Hendricks letters to her mother, Mrs. E. R. Butler,  

1865 Aug. 2-Sep. 12 
   8 items 
 
     Fd. 6 Sarah Butler Hendricks letters to her mother, Mrs. E. R. Butler, 
  1866 Feb. 1-1867 Aug. 16 
   9 items 
 
     Fd. 7 Sarah Butler Hendricks letters to her mother, Mrs. E. R. Butler, [n.y.] 
   6 items 
 
     Fd. 8 Sarah Butler Hendricks letters to both of her parents, 1852 Sep. 22- 

1856 Dec. 9 
 11 items 

 
     Fd. 9 Two articles and a short biography of Sarah Butler Hendricks, 1854 &  

[n.d.] 
   7 items 
 
   Several articles Sarah Butler wrote under the pen name Nell 

Norwood, and they were published in the Madison, IN paper. 
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Box 1 Cont. 
 
Fd. 10-18 Courtship letters and correspondence between Sarah Butler Hendricks  

and Abraham W. Hendricks 
 
     Fd. 10 Sarah Butler courtship letters to Abraham W. Hendricks, 1856 Apr. 28- 

Jun. 24 
   16 items 
 
   Abraham Hendricks is staying in the Madison Hotel in Madison,  

Indiana and the letters are addressed to the hotel.  Sarah wrote the 
letters in pencil.  

 
     Fd. 11 Sarah Butler courtship letters to Abraham W. Hendricks, 1856 Jul. 7- 

Aug. 26 
   16 items 
 
   Abraham Hendricks is staying in the Madison Hotel in Madison,  

Indiana and the letters are addressed to the hotel.  Sarah wrote the 
letters in pencil.  

 
     Fd. 12 Sarah Butler courtship letters to Abraham W. Hendricks, 1856 Sep. 4- 

1857 Apr. 1 
   15 items 
 
   The letter dated Nov. 4, 1856 discusses their choices for a wedding  

date.  Abraham Hendricks is staying in the Madison Hotel in 
Madison, Indiana and the letters are addressed to the hotel.  Sarah 
wrote the letters in pencil.  

 
     Fd. 13 Sarah Butler Hendricks letters to her husband Abraham W. Hendricks,  

1861 Oct. 17-1872 Apr. 24 
   11 items 
 
     Fd. 14 Abraham W. Hendricks courtship letters to Sarah (Sallie) Butler, 1856  

Apr. 19-Nov. 1 
   16 items 
 
   These were notes and short letters sent from Hendricks at the  

Madison Hotel to Sarah Butler who lived on 2nd Street in Madison, 
IN. 
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Box 1 Cont. 
 
     Fd. 15 Abraham W. Hendricks courtship letters to Sarah (Sallie) Butler, 1856  

May 21-1857 May 20 
   9 items 
 
   The majority of these letters were written from Indianapolis, IN. 
 
     Fd. 16 Abraham W. Hendricks undated courtship letters to Sarah (Sallie) Butler,  

1856 and 1857 
   10 items 
 
     Fd. 17 Abraham W. Hendricks letters to his wife Sarah Butler Hendricks, 1857  

Jun. 4-Nov. 4 
 7 items 

 
     Fd. 18 Abraham W. Hendricks letters to his wife Sarah Butler Hendricks, 1858  

May 17-1887 Jul. 31 
   23 items 
 
 
Box 2 Correspondence and Family Materials of the Hendricks and Butler 

Families, 1824 Jun. 8-1872 Jun. 16 
   6 Fd. 
 
Fd. 1  C. L. McLagg letters to her cousin Sarah Butler Hendricks, 1864 Oct. 28  

& 1870 Aug. 1-1872 Jun. 16 
   16 items 
 
Fd. 2  Miscellaneous Butler family letters, an Abraham Hendricks letter, and  

Butler genealogy ephemera,  
1856 Jan. 19-1864 Apr. 11  
 9 items 
 
 The first two letters are from Sarah Butler to Eliza Hendricks and  

Alabama Fitch.  The third letter is from Ezra R. Butler to his wife, 
who are parents of Sarah Butler.  The fourth letters is to Ezra. R. 
Butler from his sister C. L. McLagg.  The fifth letter is signed 
“Papa,” and is to Rebecca, and might be from Abraham Hendricks. 
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Box 2 Cont. 
 
Fd. 3  Letters of siblings of Abraham W. Hendricks, 1843 Feb. 13-1852 Aug. 22 
   5 items 
 
   One letter is from Abraham W. Hendricks to his brother Joseph  

Hendricks, and there are two letters from Abraham Hendricks’ 
sisters to him.  The last letter dated Aug. 22, 1852 is to 
congratulate a Hendricks on getting married.  However, 1852 was 
before Abraham Hendricks got married so it must be another 
brother.  A note from Eliza Hendricks to Anna Hendricks contains 
a poem and a drawing of a butterfly and forget-me-nots. 

 
Fd. 4  Sarah Jane and Thomas Pollock letters to their cousin and nephew  

Abraham W. Hendricks, 1840 Nov. 13-1852 Mar. 27 
 7 items 

 
Fd. 5  General correspondence to Abraham W. Hendricks, 1850-1864 Dec. 13 
   11 items 
 
Fd. 6  Hendricks newspaper biographical articles, military letter and  

quartermaster documents, and metal stamp, 1824 Jun. 8-1864 Dec. 30 
 10 items 
 
 Copies of newsclippings include memorial articles regarding  

Abraham W. Hendricks, his uncle Gov. William Hendricks, and 
Abraham and Sarah Hendricks’ daughters Rebecca and Amelia.  
Other articles are about the old Hendricks Mansion in Madison, IN 
and a George Hendricks’ experience with Tecumseh and Benjamin 
Harrison Jr.  The first item is a letter from Gov. William Hendricks 
to Col. Stephen Ranney from 1824.  There is also a metal stamp 
with the names of Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Hendricks. 

 
Fd. 7  Hendricks and Butler family photos, 1861-ca. 1880s 
   9 items 
 

There are five Civil War photos of Abraham Hendricks, a copy of 
an etching of Colonel John A. Hendricks, and photos of Ezra Reed 
Butler, Ezra McClagg, and Victor K. Hendricks, the brother of 
Abraham W. Hendricks. 

 


