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SCOPE AND CONTENT STATEMENT 
 
The volume of photocopied letters entitled “Down in Indiana” were written by Goodrich 
to his friends of “The Circle,” who were a group of thirty dealers in the National Grain 
Dealers Association.  Goodrich describes how his ancestors came to Indiana and he 
reminisces about his childhood, his business, life in Indiana, and friendships throughout 
the years.  The letters were organized by his wife’s collection and an index of the letters 
is included at the beginning of the volume. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Percy E. Goodrich was born October 7, 1861 in Winchester, Indiana to John B. and 
Elizabeth P. (Edger) Goodrich. After graduating from high school, he joined his brother 
James in operating Goodrich Farms.  In 1889, Goodrich quit farming to pursue a career in 
the furniture business. Eight years later, however, he and another brother, John, formed 
Goodrich Brothers Hay and Grain based in Winchester.  In 1917, the business became 
Goodrich Brothers Company and eventually owned twenty-three elevators in Indiana. It 
later merged with Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis, in 1947 and was known as Acme-
Goodrich, Inc. Before retiring, Goodrich served as chairman of the board of this business.   
Goodrich also served as vice-president and director of Engineers Inc., a firm that 
operated telephone companies and other utilities in the state. He proposed the 
organization of the Grain Dealers National Mutual Fire Insurance Co., Indianapolis, and 
served as board chairman of that firm.  
 
Goodrich served a member of the board of trustees of Hanover College from 1921 to 
1951 and served as president of the board from 1930 to 1948.  He was married twice.  
After his first wife died he married Ethyl Kuhner who served on the Hanover College 
board of trustees after the death of her husband in 1951.  The Goodrichs gave hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to Hanover College and Goodrich Hall is named after him.  
(Sources: Indiana Biography Series, v. 36, p. 96-7 and Glimpses of Hanover’s Past: 
1827-1977 by Frank S. Baker, 205-206, 270-271.) 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The letters were donated by Mrs. P.E. Goodrich, member of the Hanover College board 
of trustees. 
 
RESTRICTIONS AND PERMISSIONS 
 
Materials from the collection may be copied based on the policies and costs determined 
by the archives.  Permission to publish whole documents from the collection, or 
publication of these materials on the Internet, or any electronic environment, requires the  
approval of the Indiana Historical Society.  (Please see copyright statement on the next 
page).    
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COPYRIGHT, PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND FAIR USE 
 
Another copy of  “Down in Indiana” is held by the Indiana Historical Society and was 
processed as Collection #BV 2621 by Ellen Swain on 12 August 1992.  They claim to 
hold the copyright to the letters.  Hanover College does not have a deed of gift and 
entitlement to literary rights of the letters.  Use of these letters for publishing purposes 
requires must be negotiated with the Indiana Historical Society.  
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SERIES 1 LETTERS, 1947-1950 
 
Fd. 1  “Down in Indiana” letters, 1947 Jan. 11-1950 Summer 
   1 v. 
 
   There are approximately 100 copied letters.  A foreword at the  

beginning is dated May 1967 and is followed by an index which 
lists the dates of the letters and their subject heading. 

 
 
 
 


