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Annotated Bibliography



What is an annotated bibliography?

¨ List of citations
with

¨ Brief paragraph
¤ Descriptive

and 
¤ Evaluative

Tip: write in complete sentences



Evaluative component considers

¨ Author’s …
¤ Point of view
¤ Clarity
¤ Appropriateness of expression
¤ Authority

¨ Was the source useful or helpful?

Tip: Analysis should be succinct



Purpose of annotation

¨ Encourages critical thinking
¨ Shows source has been read
¨ Assists with developing a thesis 
¨ Useful to others 



Include the following

¨ Summarize
¤ What is this source about?

¨ Evaluate
¤ Analyze the source

¨ Reflect
¤ Is the source useful to your research?



Quick review of steps

¨ Search for items
¤ Databases, online catalog, Internet, etc.

¨ Review items retrieved and select works
¨ Cite sources 

¨ Write the annotation



Sample annotation

Bold text indicates analysis and reflection



Acknowledgement

http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm
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http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/annotated_bibliographies.html

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/general/gl_annotatedbib.html
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